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Fellow .Americans, we all regret the unavoidable absence of Mr.
Clarence P. Cook, chairman of the Waterbury Chapter of the Committee to
Defend .America by Aiding the Allies.

As a member of the National Committee

and Honorary Chairman of this chapter I have been asked to preside in
hie place.
The object of this meeting is to hear two distinguished speakers;
to hear reports of progress and suggestions as to our work; and to endeavor
to suppl¥ answers to any pertinent questions.
The sponsors, other supporters, and workers for the Waterbury Chapter
/_

are familiar with aims of the committee.

We seek to promote among our

fellow citizens appreciation of> the fact that the practical way to defend
.America is to help Britain.

We ask those who realize this fact to urge

the President and the Congress to carry out that policy.

We believe the

argument for defending .America by helping Britain must carry conviction.
The case may be briefly stated as follows:
What all of us .Americans want to do is to keep our country secure
and to keep war far away from the United States.
If we can do this, we can get along without drafting everybody and
spending billions of taxpayers' money for huge armaments.
k~.

If we cannot keep our country secure and keep war far away from the

United States, then all our expensive preparations for great armed forces
to be ready four or five years from now will not help us much.
This is true because if Germany wins the war through failure of
Britain and the British fleet, then Germany can outbuild the United States
in
/all the weapons of war four or five to one.
Facing such a German menace

A..~erica

would have to be a regimented,

armed camp no longer free to work out its own destiny in its own way.
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There is one way, and it is the least costly in blood and treasure,
to ward off these possibilities.

That way is to make it the paramount

policy of the United States that we must make sure, at ::habcuc1
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that command of the seas shall never pass to our potential enemies.

That

means that the combined fleets of the United States and Great Britain
must keep command of the seas.
If the British Isles are conquered, it may be impossible to prevent
command of the seas from passing to our potential enemies.
It is therefore clear that if we .Americans wish to keep war from
coming to us, and at a time when.we are wholly unprepared to meet it,
we

sho~ld

now support not

o~ly

the British fleet but Britain itself with
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everything needed

for British defense.

Our first speaker si the Rev. E. Bent Lackey of Thompsonville,
Connecticut.

Last Sunday afternoon, in Woodbury, many of us heard Dr.

Frederick Beelanan, for twenty-three years at the .American Cathedral in
Paris.

Dr. Beelanan recalled to his fellow churchmen the duty of churches

to be militant for the right and to distinguish between righteous and
unrighteous peace.

The fact that Dr. Lackey speaks as a member of our

committee shows thlt he is of the same high convictions.
the United States from Kanses &o New England.
church and social matters.

He has written much on

He is chairman of the Hartford County chapter

of the Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies.
on "The Eternal Conflict between Tyranny and Freedom".
introduce Dr. Lackey.

Dr. Lackey knows

He will speak
I am happy to
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Our next speaker will be the Honorable Walter E. Batterson who
was twice Mayor of Hartford and who has a long record of useful an<;l
disinterested public service in his community.

Mr. Batterson is a

shining example of something that is disappointingly rare in the United
States.

He is a man of honor, education, ability and leisure who gives

his time to public service.
Chairman of our

c ~mmittee

We are fortunate to have him as State

and I have great pleasure in presenting him

as our next speaker.
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